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By Kyle Hutton

Tennessee highway, 
Tennessee highway, 

Take me home to see my Texas baby

Owen Temple’s song connects with one of the
most basic human needs, the need for comfort.
In his recent appearance at the Real Life–Real
Music songwriter series at Dosey Doe in the
Woodlands, Owen shared some of his Nashville
experiences along with the value he places on
living in Texas. 

Yes, Owen lives in Texas again, after a brief stint
in the Midwest where he earned his Masters in
Psychology.  In addition to a diploma, Owen
recently added another CD to his accomplish-
ments. Two Thousand Miles will be released
soon, and I think it’s Owen’s best
work to date.  Like the song
“Tennessee Highway,” the title cut
chronicles a journey.

My recent guests on the Real
Life–Real Music show—Owen,
Lee Roy Parnell, Susan Gibson,
Shake Russell, Terri Hendrix and
Lloyd Maines—all have their
own stories of journeys.  There
is a clear common thread:
“There’s comfort at home.” 

Back in Texas promoting his
new release Back to the Well,
Lee Roy Parnell shared with
us the story behind his move
to Tennessee.  He was down
here in Texas pounding it out night after night
on the club scene when he got a phone call from
his cousin, Robert Earl Keen, and friend Lyle

Lovett.  They let Lee Roy in on the fact that song-
writers actually got paid money to write songs in
Nashville, so he borrowed some money and away
he went.  Hearing Lee Roy deliver songs like “On
the Road,” “What Kind of Fool,” and “Holding My
Own” in a Texas setting was as comfortable as
an old pair of jeans.

It doesn’t get much more comfortable than
Susan Gibson.  She smiles, and I feel at home.
As Susan and I relaxed at Dosey Doe we talked
about everything from gypsies to tattoos. She
even owned up to the fact that her “chick” foot-
print tattoo was strategically placed on her right
hand so people would see it when she plays gui-
tar!  Pretty discreet if you ask me.  I’d have
“Wide Open Spaces” tattooed across my fore-
head if I were her!  Now that would be a conver-
sation starter!

Shake Russell has had his share of involve-
ment with the great state of

Tennessee, too.  His
songs, recorded by Waylon
Jennings, Ricky Scaggs,
and Clint Black have kept
him running from Houston
to Nashville for years.  

Shake described the first
time he met a young Clint
Black at a music store in
Houston. Shake was talking
to a store employee when this
kid playing one of the guitars
in the store began singing
“You’ve Got a Lover,” made
famous by Ricky Skaggs.  With
his trademark grin, Clint said,

“Bet you’ve never heard that one   
before.”   That meeting began a

relationship that has produced hits like “Put
Yourself in My Shoes.” 

My most recent guests on the series were Terri
Hendrix and Lloyd Maines.  

My first dealing with the duo was in 1998 during
the recording of my second CD Coming Home.  I
was nervous as I could be during the initial days
of production with the Lloyd Maines.  Add Terri
Hendrix, who, in my opinion, has one of the most
consistently successful independent music
careers around, and I was quickly becoming a
basket case.  

However, these two people simultaneously carry
the highest levels of accomplishment and mod-
esty, leaving a wake of comfort for all to enjoy.  

This show consisted of cuts from Terri’s brand
new record The Spiritual Kind, incredible musical
vamps, (Ken Reynolds, lead guitarist for Roger
Creager joined us for the evening) and the sto-
ries behind the new songs. 

Working together was like riding a bike after a
long time.  Though we hadn’t all been in the
same place for more than six years, there was
energy that night that raised the old tin and
cedar roof.

I wish I had time to compute all the miles that
these artists have traveled in the last few years.
The number would be staggering.  But as a fan,
and a Texas boy, I get the privilege of seeing
each of them in their place of greatest comfort--
home. ✯

Singer-songwriter Kyle Hutton hosts the
Real Life–Real Music songwriter series 
at Dosey Doe in The Woodlands, Texas.

Visit: www.realliferealmusic.com 
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Susan Gibson

Lee Roy Parnell

Jamie Richards
What do you sing in the shower? 

Surprisingly, I don’t sing at all in the shower.

If you had your choice to be the sexiest man or the
smartest man which would you choose and why?  

I would choose sexy. Looks will get you a lot
further than brains ever will unfortunately in
the music business.

Pauline Reese:

What is your favorite amusement park ride?  

Doing donuts on the beach with my friends in 

my big truck!

Finish this sentence: "I'm tired of hearing about..."  

High gas prices.  Let's boycott and ride horses!

King Cone: 

Finish this sentence: "I'm tired of hearing about..."  

MySpace

What do you sing in the shower?
Ha! ‘Riding along in my automobile...my baby
beside me at the wheel."  It's an old Chuck Berry
song.

Julie Ingram:

If you were to star in your own reality show, which
network would it be on?  

The Julie Ingram Television Network.

What do you sing in the shower? 
Generally I start with the old "Frito Bandito"
commercial song, and then it goes into whatever
song I've been working on at that time.

Max Stalling:

What is your favorite amusement park ride?

The beer booth.

If you had your choice to be the sexiest man or the 
smartest man which would you choose and why?

I think I'd opt for the sexiest...it would be nice to
try something different for a while.

Matt Martindale:

Finish this sentence: "I'm tired of hearing about..."
I'm really tired of hearing about global warming. It's
time we cool it on that subject, maybe if we start
talking about global cooling it will start getting colder
around here.

If you were to star in your own reality show, which
network would it be on?

If I was the star of my own reality show it would be on the Disney
Channel.  Then me and my daughters would have Billy Ray and
Hanna Montanna over every day for Dr. Peppers and doughnut
holes.

Kacey Musgraves:
If you were to star in your own reality show, which
network would it be on?

If I were to star in my own reality show, it'd definitely
be on the Food Network - except I can't cook!

What do you sing in the shower?
In the shower I always get down with Miranda
Lambert's, "Dry Town." It's so country and catchy!

Candy Coburn:

If you were to star in your own reality show, which
network would it be on?

The Bravo network because I love all of the other
shows on that network!

Finish this sentence: "I'm tired of hearing about..."
Paris Hilton


